LEADER OF HIS RACE

inevitably, as he pointed out, to a form of natural segrega-
tion based upon economic needs and social preferences,
and in conformity to the laws of nature, which is a very
different matter from the artificial and arbitrary segrega-
tion forced upon unwilling people by the laws of men.
Under these conditions the disputes as to whether the
best society of the blacks is inferior or superior to the best
society of the whites becomes as academic and futile as
would be similar contentions as to whether the best society
of Constantinople is inferior or superior to that of Boston.

While Negroes are more and more drawing apart from
the whites into their own section of the city, town, or
county they nevertheless find it a source of strength to live
near the whites in order that they may have the benefit of
their aid in those matters in which the older and stronger
race excels. Nor is this an entirely one-sided advantage,
as there are not a few matters in which the Negroes have
natural advantages over the whites and hence may render
them useful service. Thus the two races, socially sep-
arated but economically interdependent, may to mutual
advantage live side by side.

Some persons claim that any such plan of race adjust-
ment, while theoretically plausible and ideally desirable, is
nevertheless practically impossible. They contend that
no so radically different races have ever lived side by side
in harmony and each aiding the other. However that may
be, there remains the fact that such a harmonious and
mutually helpful relationship between the two races does
already exist in the town of Tuskegee, throughout Macon
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